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Some Documents Relating to Jeffebson Davis at West Point 

The documents which follow are drawn from the records of 
the United States military academy and from the files of the 
judge-advocate-general's office, war department, Washington, 
D. C. The title-page of Rawle, Vieiv of the constitution, is 
copied from the volume in the library of the New Orleans bar 
association. Davis entered the military academy in 1824 and 
was graduated in 1828. Few members of his class attained 
fame, but in other classes while Davis was a cadet were members 
who later were well known, among them Robert E. Lee, Robert 
Anderson, Joseph E. Johnston, Albert Sidney Johnston, Heint- 
zelman, Silas Casey, Buford, Pleasonton, Leonidas Polk, O. M. 
Mitchel, W. H. Emory, Huger, Pendleton, Magruder, L. B. 
Northrop, Philip St. George Cooke, A. A. Humphreys, Church, 
Bartlett, Bache, T. H. Holmes, and Sidney Burbank. His most 
intimate friends, except Polk and Albert Sidney Johnston, later 
were federal generals. This information has been collected in 
preparation for a biography of Jefferson Davis. 

Walter L. Fleming 

Class Standing of Jefferson Davis, 1825-1828 

The class records of Cadet Jefferson Davis given below were 
transcribed from the records at the United States military 
academy at West Point. At the mid year, or January, exami- 
nations only the relative class standing is given; at the June 
examinations both the relative class rank and the grades in each 
subject are given. After the statistics of each year notes are 
made which are condensed from the original record relating to 
conduct marks, demerits, etc. The biographical detail heading 
the lists gives the record of Davis as it is in the record books at 
West Point. 

The West Point grades were not on the simple percentage 
basis as are most school and college numerical grades. Each 
subject of study had a value ranging from 100 to 300; to each 
recitation was attached a certain value in points ; the aggregate 
of these points made the grade in the subject. The passing 
grade was two-fifths of the total value in points. Consequently 
the low grades that Cadet Davis made — 41, 52, 55, 62, etc. — do 
not signify extremely low attainments, but correspond some- 
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what to the 70, 75, 80 of the modern college grades. His class 
was ninety-one strong in January, 1825, and only thirty-three 
were graduated in 1828. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS 

Born in Kentucky (Mother, Mrs. Jane Davis). Appointed from 
Woodville, Wilkinson County, Mississippi. Admitted September 1, 1824 ; 
aged 17 years, 2 months when admitted. Graduated and promoted 
Brevet 2nd Lieutenant, 1st Infantry July 1, 1828; resigned June 30, 
1835. Died December 6, 1889, at New Orleans, Louisiana, aged 82. 

1825 

Standing, January examination, 1825 — 4th Class, 91 members : 

Mathematics 54 

French 19 

[No conduct standing.] 

Standing, June Examination, 1825 — 4th Class, 66 members: 

Relative value of subjects 
Mathematics ... 43 103 out of 200 — value of subject 
French .... 18 83 " " 100 

General standing . . 32 186 " " 300 

[No conduct. Conduct was not established until September 24, 1825, 
at which time demerits began to count by a scale of 10.] 

1826 

Standing, January examination, 1826 — 3d Class, 54 members : 

Mathematics 34 

French 16 

Drawing (human figure) 23 

Conduct not taken into consideration. 

Standing, June examination, 1826 — 3rd Class, 49 members : 

Relative value of subjects 
Mathematics ... 33 154 out of 300 value of subject 

French .... 16 78 " " 100 " " " 

Drawing (human figure and 

topography) ... 15 52 " " 100 " 



a a 



General merit . . . 29 284 " " 500 

Conduct not embraced in General Standing. 

Conduct for year ending June 30, 1826, No. 156. [This embraced the 
whole corps of 222 members.] 
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Demerits for year, 120. [Cadets having a number expressing their 
demerit on the General Conduct Eoll greater than 200 for any one year, 
shall be declared deficient in conduct and be recommended by the Aca- 
demic Board to the "War Department for discharge.] 

1827 

Standing, January examination, 1827 — 2nd Class, 43 members : 

Natural Philosophy 29 

Chemistry 23 

Drawing (topography) 39 

[Conduct not taken into consideration.] 

Standing, June examination, 1827 — 2nd Class, 37 members : 
Natural & Experimental 

Philosophy, ... 39 130 out of 300 value of subject 
Chemistry .... 22 55 " " 100 " 

Drawing (landscape & 

topography) ... 33 41 " " 100 " " 

General Merit ... 29 266 " " 500 " " " 

Conduct not embraced in General standing. 

Conduct for the year ending June 30, 1827, for whole Corps of Cadets, 
No. 101 out of 202 — number of cadets. Demerit 70 for year. 

1828 

Standing, January examination, 1828 — 1st Class, 34 members : 

Engineering & Science of "War 25 

Khetoric & Moral Philosophy 13 

Chemistry & Mineralogy 22 

Artillery 26 

[Conduct not taken into consideration.] 

Standing, June examination — 1st Class, 34 members : 

Engineering & Science of War 25 

Ehetoric & Moral Philosophy 13 

Chemistry & Mineralogy 22 

Artillery 26 

Conduct for the year ending June 30, 1828— for the whole Corps of 
Cadets — No. 163 out of 207, number of Cadets. Demerit for year 137. 

General Standing, June 1828, 1st Class : No. 23 in General Standing 
Mathematics 154 out of 300 value of subject 
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Point 


French 


78 " 


' 100 " 


Natural Philosophy 


130 " 


' 300 " 


Drawing .... 


41 " 


' 100 " 


Engineering & Science of War 


174 " 


' 300 " 


Chemistry & Mineralogy 


116 " 


' 200 " 


Rhetoric & Moral Philosophy 


146 " 


' 200 " 


Tactics 


132 " 


' 200 " 


Artillery .... 


62 " 


' 100 " 


Conduct .... 


219 " 


" 300 " 
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General Merit .... 1252 " " 2100 " " 

[Conduct did not form a part of the general standing of the 2nd, 3rd, 

and 4th classes until June, 1838.] 

Recommended by Academic Board for Infantry. 

A Benny Havens Episode 

The following documents relate to an escapade which occurred 
at the close of Davis' first year at the academy. Jefferson 
Davis, Theophilus Mead, Samuel J. Hays, James Allison, and 
James F. Swift enjoyed the distinction of being the first cadets 
who were court-martialed for drinking at Benny Havens' place. 
Swift was acquitted and the others were sentenced to be dis- 
missed, but Davis and Hays "were pardoned and returned to 
duty" by President John Quincy Adams. Each cadet appeared 
as a witness in his own defense and also submitted a formal 
written defense. 

[August, 1825] 
Mr. President & Gentlemen of the Court. 

It is with feelings of the greatest embarrassment that I address you, 
tried by laws which with respect to my knowledge have but just sprung 
into existence since the deeds for which I am arraigned were done. 

I conclude that (in the spirit of the term) these laws can be considered 
only as "ex post facto" since, isolated as we are from the rest of the 
world, orders can date their existence only from the time when published 
in the corps. The efficasey of those regulations then cannot be said to 
have commenced prior to our arrest, as we had no opportunity to know 
what they were, or had any order to obey them if perchance we had 
known them, as I before stated said laws must be held as "ex post facto" 
laws. 

Having plead guilty to the charge of leaving the post circumstances 
may perhaps in some degree justify the deed. It will be recollected that 
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on the 31st ultimo the rain was excessive, my tent was flooded so that I 
could not remain in it with any satisfaction, the disperse bugle blew, I 
met by chance with some of my friends who like myself were at a loss 
to know what to do, and all in want of comfortable shelter, thus urged 
by circumstances without premeditation wandered too far. 

Having been further charged with using spiritous and intoxicating 
liquor, and mark what testimony to establish it, that I was seen in com- 
pany with cadets and the witness judged more from surrounding cir- 
cumstances than my conduct that I had used spiritous liquor, was em- 
barrassed — perhaps the effect of drinking, why this conclusion, the fact 
of being caught was certainly enough to have confused any cadet, and 
it appears to me that this conclusion would have been far more imme- 
diate. I cannot believe that the Court would if previously acquainted 
with the circumstances have shown so little respect to my feelings as to 
have charged me (on such weak evidence) with conduct so contrary to 
principles of a soldier & a man of honor. 

Having without due meditation plead guilty to the charge of visiting 
a public house and place where liquors are sold would wish here if in 
order to qualify so much as relates to calling B. Havens a public house 
as I believe this cannot be established, admit liquors are sold at the place 
above mentioned, I think it a matter of the smallest importance as the 
construction which I would suppose was intended to be laid on this 
paragraph, was if a cadet visited such a place and bought spirituous 
liquors, it could not have been for merely visiting such a place since the 
stores which we are allowed to visit do contain spirituous liquors and these 
liquors are sold. — As no evidence has been produced to prove that we 
did procure or use spiritous liquor it matters not whether the storekeeper 
was obliged not to sell it or not under such obligation. 

I do trust that the Court will bear in mind the maxim that it is better 
a hundred guilty should escape than one righteous person be condemned, 
and on testimony so circumstantial shall confidentially look forward to an 
honorable acquital. 

Jefferson Davis 

Engineer Department, 

Washington, Aug. 29, 1825 
M. A. Orders No. 19. 

At the General Court Martial of which Major W. J. Worth of the 1st 
Regiment of Artillery is President first convened at West Point, in the 
State of New York, by virtue of Orders No. 41 issued by the Adjutant 
General of the Army on the 19th of May 1825 was reconvened by virtue 
of orders No. 62 issued by the same officer on the 22nd day of July last 
which Court commenced its sessions under the second convention on the 
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30th of July and continued it by adjournment to the 8th of August last 
was tried [Cadets Mead, Hays, Allison, Swift and] Cadet Jefferson Davis 
on the following Charges and Specifications, viz. 

Charge 1st. Violating the 1415 Paragraph of the General 
Army Regulations. 

Specification. In this that the said Jefferson Davis did on 
Sunday the 31st July 1825 go beyond the limits prescribed to 
Cadets at West Point without permission. 

Charge 2nd. Violating the 1408th Paragraph of the General 
Army Regulations. 

Specification 1st. In this that the said Cadet Davis on Sun- 
day the 31st July 1825 at some place in the vicinity of West 
Point did drink spirituous and intoxicating liquor. 

Specification 2nd. In this that the said Cadet Davis on Sun- 
day the 31st July 1825 did go to a public house or place where 
spiritous liquors are sold kept by one Benjamin Havens at or 
near Buttermilk Falls and distant about two miles from West 
Point. 
The Prisoner pleaded to the 1st Charge and its Specifications, Guilty ; 
to the 1st Specification 2nd Charge, Not Guilty ; to the 2nd Specification 
2nd Charge, Guilty; to the 2nd Charge, guilty of violating so much of 
the 1408th Paragraph of the General Army Regulations as prohibits 
going to a public house or place where liquors are sold and not guilty of 
the remainder. 

The Court after mature deliberation on the testimony adduced find 
the Prisoner Cadet Jefferson Davis guilty of both the 1st and 2nd 
Charges preferred against him and their Specifications. The Court sen- 
tence him to be dismissed from the service of the United States ; but in 
consideration of his former good conduct respectfully recommend the 
remission of said sentence. 

The foregoing proceedings are approved. . . 

Cadets Hays and Davis in consideration of the recommendation of the 
General Court Martial are pardoned and will return to their duty. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

Alex. Macomb, 
Major General, Inspr. of the Mil. Academy. 

Rawle on the Constitution at West Point 

There has been some controversy as to the use of Rawle, View 
of the constitution, as a text at West Point in the time of Davis. 
Rawle held strongly the doctrines of state sovereignty and seces- 
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sion. After the civil war, when Davis was charged with treason, 
his lawyers proposed to offer the book in evidence when the case 
came to trial. It is not yet certain whether Davis studied Eawle 
or Kent. The book from which the following title-page was 
copied was the property of Cadet Nicholas St. John Durell and 
was presented in 1899 to the New Orleans bar association 
library. S. P. Heintzelman of Durell 's class mentioned in a 
diary the use of Rawle as a text. See Latta, Was secession 
taught at West Point? 

A View | of the | Constitution | of the | United States of America | 
By William Eawle. | Philadelphia: | H. C. Carey & I. Lea — Chestnut 
Street. | 1825. | 

On the upper right-hand corner of the title-page is written: "Cadet 
N. S. J. Durell U. S. Military Academy, West Point, 1826." 



